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1 April 2019 
 
Dear Lewis, 
 
Healthcare Improvement Scotland Report – “Clinical Management of Breast Cancer in 
NHS Tayside” 
 
As you will be aware, Health Improvement Scotland today published a report into the clinical 
management of breast cancer in NHS Tayside. 
 
I would like to assure the Committee that the Scottish Government, along with NHS Tayside, 
will, as a matter of urgency take into account the findings and recommendations of the Heath 
Improvement Scotland Report – “Clinical Management of Breast Cancer in NHS Tayside”. 
 
In order to progress matters as quickly as possible, the Chief Medical Officer commissioned 
an expert group last month.  This group will be chaired by Professor Aileen Keel (Chair of the 
Scottish Cancer Taskforce and the Director of the Innovative Healthcare Delivery 
Programme) and will fully consider all the individual recommendations.  That Group is 
expected to present their findings in June to coincide with expected resolution of the issues 
highlighted in the HIS Report. 
 
In advance of publication of the Report, the Chief Medical Officer and Chief Pharmaceutical 
Officer also convened a multidisciplinary clinical Immediate Response Group to deliver an 
informed consensus risk assessment relating to this variation in clinical practice in NHS 
Tayside. The findings of that report are now being considered urgently by NHS Tayside in 
order that they can inform and support patients and families who may have concerns around 
the treatment of breast cancer in NHS Tayside.  The Scottish Government would expect that 
patients are fully  informed and are involved in any decisions taken by their clinicians with 
regard to their treatment and that patients feel empowered to ask questions about treatment, 
benefits and risks and any alternatives available.  
  
While we recognise that this report may be concerning for patients and their families who 
have undergone chemotherapy for breast cancer in NHS Tayside since 2016, it must be 
stressed that the risk of negative impact is very small.  It is also important to note that the 
variations in treatments detailed in the HIS report are not routinely found elsewhere in 
Scotland.  
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Patient safety is always the number one priority in NHS Scotland, and the findings and 
recommendations of today’s report will now rightly urgently be considered by the Scottish 
Government and NHS Tayside.  The Scottish Government would expect NHS Tayside to act 
immediately should there require to be a change in their clinical practices.  
 
Kind Regards, 
 

 
 
 
 

JEANE FREEMAN 
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